IMOLA AND FORLI                  185
Burgundian declared her his prisoner, and held her
for the price that had been set upon her head until the
arrival of Cesare, who entered the citadel with his
officers a little while after the final assault had been
delivered.
Cesare received and treated her with the greatest
courtesy, and, seeing her for the moment destitute,
he presented her with a purse containing two hundred
ducats for her immediate needs. Under his escort she
left the castle, and was conducted, with her few re-
maining servants, to the Nomaglie Palace to remain
in the Duke's care, his prisoner. Her brother and the
other members of her family found with her were
similarly made prisoners.
After her departure the citadel was given over to
pillage, and all hell must have raged in it if we may
judge from an incident related by Bernardi in his
" Chronicles," A young clerk, named Evangelista da
Monsignane, being seized by a Burgundian soldier
who asked him if he had any money, produced and
surrendered a purse containing thirteen ducats, and so
got out of the mercenaries' clutches, but only to fall
into the hands of others, one of whom again declared
him a prisoner. The poor youth, terrified at the
violence about him, and eager to be gone from that
shambles, cried out that, if they would let him go, he
would pay them a ransom of a hundred ducats.
Thereupon "Surrender to me!" cried one of the
soldiers, and, as the clerk was about to do so, another,
equally greedy for the ransom, thrust himself forward.
"No. Surrender to me, rather," demanded this one.
The first insisted that the youth was his prisoner,
whereupon the second brandished his sword, threaten-